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PROTOTYPE CUTLERY 


“This spoon is part of a range of 
cutlery which is being developed by 
Gerald ‘Tyler at the Kilkenny 
Desizn Workshops, ‘he concept is 
of a kit of components which could 
jhe assembled on a handle or 
snapped together like garden hose 
accessories. In this way, people 


with arthritis or any other disability 
that handicaps wrist movements 
could have a ‘custom-made’ set of 
cutlery. ‘The metal heads would 
have bendable shanks and be 
amenable to plastics coating to 
protect users with a bite reflex. 
Kilkenny exhibited the spoon 
prototype at Design for Need. 


PONY GIG 

Bill Morgan’s gig, shown at 

Design for Need, could provide the 
innumerable pony owners in this 
country with a relatively cheap 
vehicle which would need little 
maintenance and necd not be 
yuraged. It can be adapted to fit 


ponies of 12-14) hands, and the 
basic aluminium structure could be 
made up in any metalworking shop 
with basic jigging. The seats are of 
polypropylene; it has a sealed 
suspension unit and pneumatic 
tyres. Enquiries to 9 Manor Close, 
'Tockington, Bristol. 
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SPECIALIST CATALOGUE 
Builders’ merchant Nicholls & 
Clarke has spent the past two years 
evaluating available equipment for 
the disabled and commissioning 
new designs when advisers con- 
sidered there was a need, ‘I'he 
company has now issued a cata- 
logue of almost 400 items which it 
will stock in future. Among them is 
this bidet, which at 457mm is the 
same height as a wheelchair. So the 


(Le 


SHOWER BASE 

A cheaper solution for disabled 
people who would prefer a shower 
but could not afford something as 
elaborate as a Chiltern unit is this 


grp shower base (1200 x 1200mm). 


The two outer edges are set flush 
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handicapped can transfer to it 
relatively easily, sitting on itin the 
same way as a we pedestal and 
managing the water flow and tem- 
perature by means of the wall- 
mounted control. There is a we 
unit at’the same height; both are 
fitted with traditional wooden 
seats. The catalogue is available 
from Nicholls & Clarke at 3/10 
Shoreditch High Street, London 
E1 6PE. 


SHOWER CABIN 

Another item in the Nicholls & 
Clarke catalogue is this shower 
unit by Chiltern Medical Develop- 
ment Ltd, It has a sliding door 
which opens up to enable a disabled 
person to wheel in ina shower chair. 
If they need help with washing, a 
second person can close the door 
but lean in through the radiused 
‘porthole’; this is a much more 
convenient way for the assistant to 
keep dry than trying to use a 
conventional shower curtain. ‘Vhe 
shower head can be hand held or 
locked at different heights on its 
bracket. Disabled people keep 
much warmer inside a shower unit 
than sitting in a bath, and this 
particular unit is in any case equally 
usable by the able-bodied so may — 
prove useful ina family home 
where there is a disabled person, 
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To} “(No Model.) 
0. A. WILSON. 
KNIFE HANDLE. 


Se Non 2b) oor Patented Deo, 20,1881, 
‘ 951,150. KNIFE-HANDLE. ORviLLe A. WILsoN, Bennington, 

assignor to Goodell Company, Antrim, N. H. Filed May 28, : 
; | . 1881. (No model.) : | 
Claim.—1. The skeleton-handle composed of a continuous | 
{ : wire bent into a loop, its ends being brought opposite one another | 
i .. and offset, combined with the shank placed in connection with the 
said ends and the metal bolster cast upon the mecting ends of the: 
said handle and shank, and completely embedding the offset por- 
tion thereof to rigidly secure tho said handle and shank together, 
‘substantially as described. 
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2.. The skeleton-handle composed of a continuous wire having 
, its ends offset, and provided with mortises-or sockets, combined { 
with the blade and shank, offset and notched to form tenons to en- | ¢ 
ter the said sockets in the handles, and a bolster of cast metal formed | 


upon and to embed the joint between the said shank and handle, 
substantially as described. 
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UNITED STATES PaTEentT OFFICE. 


ORVILLE A. WILSON, OF BENNINGTON, ASSIGNOR TO GOODELL COMPANY, 
OF ANTRIM, NEW IWAMPSHIRE. 


KNIFE-HANDLE. 


SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 251,150, dated. December 20, 1881. 
Application filed Mny 28, 1881. (No model.) 


To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, ORyinim A. WiLson, 
of Bennington, county of Llillsborough, State 
of New Iampshire, have invented an Improve- 

5 ment in Table-Cutlery, of which the following 
description, in connection with the accompany- 
ing drawings, is a specification. 

My invention relates to table-cutlery; and 
it consists in a skeleton-handle composed of a 

1o continuous wire bent into a loop, its ends be- 
- ing brought opposite one another and offset, 
combined with the shank portion of the blade 
placed in connection with the said ends, and a 
metal bolster cast upon the meeting ends of 
15 tbe said handle and shank and completely em- 
bedding the offset portion to rigidly secure the 
said handle and blade together and afford a 
neat and inexpensive finish for the joint be- 
tween them. he blade, instead of having 
20 formed or welded thereon the usual bolster and 
tang, or having a solid metal handle formed as 
one piece therewith, is provided with a short 
stout shank properly notched to leave tenons 
projecting in a direction toward the back and 
25 edge of the blade, the said tenons fitting in mor- 
tises or sockets in the ends of the wire which 
forms the handle. When the blade and han- 
dle are thus mortised or jointed together the 
said joint is embedded in metal cast over it 
40° into the shape of the usnal bolster, thus mak- 
ing the joint rigid and the union between the 
bladeand handle very strong, aud givinganeat 
finish to the knife. 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a knife blade 


35 and handle detached, they being properly. 


formed to be united in accordance with my in- 
vention; Tig. 2, a top view of the joint portion 
thereof, and Ifig. 3 a side elevation of the fin- 
ished knife. 

40 ‘The blade portion a of the knife is provided 
with ashank, b, preferably made as part of the 
blank for the blade, aud having notches 2, to 
form tenons ¢, extending up and down from the 
said shank b. 

45 ‘The handle ¢ is composed of a wire bent in 
proper shape, and having at its ends Wd, which 
may be soinewhat flattened, as shown, for the 
purpose, rectangular holes or mortises 3, to re- 
ceive the tenons ¢ of the shank b of the knife- 

50 blade, as shown in Fig. 2. When the blade 


and handle are placed together, with the tenon 

¢ in the mortise or socket 3, a very Strong joint 

is formed, its strength being only limited by 
that of the materials forming it; and in or- 
der to retain the two portions thus jointed to- 55 
gether and to properly finish the knife, metal 

is cast over the joint, as shown at m, Fig. 3, it 
being made in the shape of: the usual bolster 

or hilt of the knife. 

The shank D and wire ¢ of the handle are pref- -6o 
erably somewhat offset from the line of the 
back of the blade and main portion of the han- 
dle, as shown at 4, so that the metal m, when 
brought in line with the main portion of the 
handle and back of the knife-blade, as shown 65 
in Fig. 3, will wholly embed the joint between 
the said handle and blade. 

The strength of the union between the han- 
dle and blade consists, mainly, in the joint or 
mortises and tenons, so that a soft metal may 
be employed to cover the joint and form the 
bolster. 

The cast metal may, if desired, extend the 
eutire length of the handle, giving it the ap- 
pearance of the usual metal-handled knives, the 
skeleton wire handle ¢ affording the strength 
and rigidity and the union with the blade, so 
that a soft readily cast and finished metal may 
be employed, which would, however, otherwise 
not have suflicient rigidity aud strength. 80 

Tam aware that it is not new to connect a 
blade having a short notched tang with askele- 
ton wire handle by upsetting the ends of the 
said handle into the notches of the tang, or by 
welding or brazing them thereto; but in this 85 
construction the tang itself forms the only bol- 
ster and requires expensive manipulation to 
give a good appearance. Handles have also 
been made entirely of soft metal cast upon the 
tang of the blade, and blades have been made go 
with pronged tangs connected with a solid han- 
dle by embedding in cement or soft metal melt- 
ed upon the joint, but not forming the bolster. 

I claim— 

1. The skeleton handle composed of a con- 95 
tinuous wire bent into a loop, its ends being 
brought opposite one another and oftset, com- 
bined with the shank placed in connection with 
the said ends and the metal bolster cast upon 
the meeting ends of the said handle and shank, too 
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and completely embedding the offset portion 
thereof to rigidly secure the said handle and 
Shank together, substantially as described. 
2. The skeleton-handle composed of a con- 
5 tinuous wire havingits endsoffsetand provided 
with mortises or. sockets, combined with.the 
blade and shank, offset and notched to form 
tenons to enter the said sockets in the handles, 
and a bolster of cast metal formed upon and to 


embed the 


scribing witnesses. 
ORVILLE A. WILSON, 


Witnesses: 


Tenry A. Horn, 
Dana D. Gooprtt. 


joint between the said shank and 10 
handle, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof Ih 


i c t ave signed my name 
to this specification in the 


presence of tio sub- 
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